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The 
Peony Sprite 
Vidtt Roulb 
Social and Behavioral 
Sciences, Jr. 
ONCE upon a summer day, a young girl sat reading in her favorite flower patch a purloined copy of Alan Gins-
berg, which she pirated from her Mother's secret hiding 
place for it. (Her mother having borrowed it from a neigh-
bor who had purchased t a i what she considered a porno-
graphic book shop.) She was young and beautiful. Actually. 
not so beautiful. T h a t was one of her problems—not only 
didn't she have enough courage to read Ginsberg publicly. 
but she was not beautiful and inclined to be a dreamer. 
What could release li;r? What could free the true soul 
within her? What could make her a real groovy kid? 
In her flower patch there just happened to be a magic 
peony. Not really so much magic as enchanted, and when 
she plucked it—as she inevitably would—a small sprite would 
emerge, 'ioday she plucked it. 
"Hi ! " said the sprite. 
"Hi ! " said the girl . 
"Watcha readin'?" said the sprite. 
"Alan Ginsberg." blushed the girl. 
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